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The Persuasive Essay- What would you like to change?

	Background
	Persuasive writing is one way of contributing to the informed discussions of issues that is part of democratic thinking.  Learning to express your opinion convincingly is an important part of writing a persuasive essay.  The words you choose should always be clear and forceful so the reader knows exactly how you feel.



	Your Mission
	Argue for a change here at River Trail Middle School

	Word Choice
	Which opinion is stated more forcefully?

1. That show left me cold.  The characters are simply not believable.

2. I don’t really like that show very much.  It just seems like the characters don’t act right.

Do not use Weasel Words; those are weak words that will weaken your argument.

These are words such as really, seem and very.

	Include in your essay
	· Introduction- a clear explanation of what change needs to be made.

· Explain who will be affected by the change and in what ways.

· How will the change be made?  Does it require the school board? Does it involve the students, teachers, parents and/or administrators? 

· How will the change occur?

· What problems or criticisms do you think the change may face? In your essay, anticipate them and argue against them before they become a problem.
· Incorporate valid research articles to support your arguments
· In your conclusion definitively state how the school will be improved by this change.

	Essay Outline
	Introduction

· Hook

· Thesis Statement

· Arguments

· Call to Action (what you want us to do or believe)

Body

· Give at least 3 arguments for this change and elaborate on the details.

· Give an opposing viewpoint and refute (counter-argument) or reject this idea because…(elaborate on this idea)

Conclusion

· Summary of the main points or reasons

· Restate the thesis statement but in a different way

· Make a personal comment or call to action

	Works Cited Page
	· Works Cited Page formatted correctly 

· At least 2 research articles or websites

· NO Wikipedia or .com websites—must be .edu, .org, .gov 


