What You Wish You Had Known Before Entering the 6th Grade.
Expository Writing Assignment: OL
	Task
	In class you are to create an informative brochure or PowerPoint for upcoming 6th graders about the 6th grade at River Trail. 



	Audience
	Teacher, Classmates, and future 6th graders!

	Goals
	· You will need to tell your reader what you wish you would have known coming to the 6th grade. 

· Your brochure should educate, inform, and give helpful hints. The brochure should grab the reader’s attention at the beginning and hold their attention until the end. You have creative control over your brochure. 

· Your brochure must be typed or create a PowerPoint.


	Standards and Criteria for Success
	Mandatory Brochure Sections:

1. Front Page: title/hook/attention grabber; clear stated categories
2. Anecdote: Explain a personal experience that taught you a lesson in which you would share with a rising 6th grader transitioning to middle school 

a. Paragraph format & Minimum of 5 sentences using various sentence structure (simple, compound, complex, compound-complex)
3. Compare/Contrast: Compare 5th and 6th grade using at least 10 different ideas. 
4. Problem & Solution: Chose 5 problems a 6th grader encounters and provide possible solutions for each.
a. Paragraph format & Minimum of 5 sentences using various sentence structure (simple, compound, complex, comp.-complex)
5. Cause & Effect: Explain 5 ideas for cause and effect. (Explain: If you do “A” then “B” happens). Bullet point format.
6. Description: Describe what it means to be successful as a 6th grader at RTMS. 
a. Paragraph format & Minimum of 5 sentences using various sentence structure (simple, compound, complex, comp.-complex)
7. Your choice!: Chose a topic that you feel you are an expert in at middle school. Provide at least 5 facts and descriptions about your topic to share with others. (examples: extracurricular clubs, instruments, sports, etc). Bullet point format or paragraph format. 
Requirements:

· Strong Hook

· Attractiveness: use color and pictures

· Focus on main topic—provide the most important information
· Supporting facts: use personal experiences

· Explanations/Details/Examples to inform the reader
· Organization/Logical Order

· Smooth Transitions

· Predict the reader’s questions and answer them

· Teach the reader something new

· Explain any unusual words or terms

· Brochure is clear and concise

· See reverse side for rubric

Topic examples: Lockers, multiple teachers, benefits of being organized, blue slips


Rubric

	
	Possible Grade
	Student Grade
	Comments

	Front Page:

Title/Attractive, Quote, Colorful, Categories clearly stated
10
	
	
	

	Anecdote: teaches lesson, personal experience; paragraph format, various sentence structure, grammar & spelling
20
	
	
	

	Compare/Contrast: diagram, 10 ideas, organized & easy to follow

20
	
	
	

	Your Choice: 5 clear facts & descriptions
20
	
	
	

	Cause & Effect: 5 ideas, cause & effect clearly evident,  correct grammar & spelling
20
	
	
	

	Problem( Solution: 5 relevant problems with possible solutions, paragraph format, various sentence structure, grammar & spelling
20
	
	
	

	Description

Describes what it takes to be successful; paragraph format, various sentence structure, grammar & spelling
20
	
	
	


