Confusing Verbs

Important Hints:

SIT, RISE, and LIE are all verbs that you can do with your body! 

I will sit on the bench during the basketball game.

I will rise with the sun every morning for an early morning run.

I lie in the bed and watch television before I go to sleep.

SET, RAISE and LAY are all verbs that you do with objects. That is why they usually have direct objects!

I set the book on the desk in Ms. Coleman’s class.

Will you please raise your hand to answer the question?

She laid the blanket across the bed.

Can and May usually start a question and are used as helping verbs.

Remember:

May- usually asks for permission and means “to be permitted”, “to be allowed to” or “to have the possibility of”

Can – means “to be able to” 

Can you go to the game with me tonight?

 May I walk your dog around the corner?
