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The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle
By Avi

Chapters 1-8

Personal Response
How did you react to the narrator and to the other characters in this section?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Analyzing Literature

Why is Charlotte so uneasy about being on the ship? What do her reactions to the ship and its crew reveal about her character?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

According to Zachariah, why does Charlotte need a knife?  How does Charlotte show concern for Zachariah when discussing the knife with the captain?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What disturbing information does Zachariah give Charlotte about Captain Jaggery and the ship’s crew?  Why does she refuse to believe him?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How does the scene in the dark cargo area, where Charlotte feels a presence and sees two faces, add to the story’s mood? Describe how this scene affects you as a reader.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What is your opinion of Captain Jaggery so far?  Who do you think knows more about the captain’s true nature—Charlotte or the crew?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Responding to Literature:
In this section, Charlotte’s attitude toward the ship, the captain and the crew is influenced by her upbringing.  Working as a group, locate specific passages in the text that reveal how Charlotte’s background has influenced her values and her attitude towards others.  You might look at her conversations with crew members and the captain and at her reaction to her room on the ship. Explain how you think Avi wants the readers to feel about Charlotte.  Is she very difficult to like, completely likeable, or a combination of both? Support your response with details (at least 3) from the novel.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
