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                                               2012-2013
Syllabus for 6th Advanced/TAG Language Arts
Ms. Pimentel


pimentela@fultonschools.org 
www.pimentel6.weebly.com
Textbooks:

Elements of Literature: Holt, Rinehart and Winston  
(Replacement cost:  $54.00)

Holt Grammar Handbook: Holt, Rinehart and Winston  (Replacement cost:  $25.30)

Course Description-Advanced Class:

In Advanced/TAG Sixth Grade English Language Arts, students continue to develop an appreciation of written and spoken language. As readers, sixth graders experience more sophisticated works of literature for study and analysis. They use oral language, written language, and media and technology for expressive, informational, argumentative, critical, and literary purposes. Students use the stages of the writing process to write clear, coherent compositions that develop an idea or tell a story.

Course Objectives:

Reading and Literature 

· The student will read and analyze a variety of literary texts such as poetry, drama, short stories, and novels to acquire an understanding of the conventions of each form. 

· The student will read and analyze a variety of informational texts to develop an understanding of organizational structures, such as cause and effect or comparison-contrast, and graphic features, such as diagrams and illustrations, which are typically found in nonfiction.

· The student will acquire new vocabulary and use it effectively in reading and writing.

Reading Across the Curriculum

· The student will read the equivalent of 1 million words per year from a variety of subject areas.

Writing

· The student will produce a variety of writings such as argumentative, narrative, expository, and response to literature.
· The student will use technology to research topics and to produce various products such as essays and presentations.
Language
· The student will learn and apply the rules of Standard English in written and oral language.

Listening, Speaking, and Viewing

· The student will participate in effective oral interaction with the teacher and with other students.

· The student will listen to and view various forms of media in order to gather and share information, persuade others, and express ideas.

Grade Determination:




Grading Scheme:

A = 100 – 90%





Quizzes– 30%

B = 89 – 80 %





Tests/Projects – 45%

C = 79 – 70 %





Homework– 10%



F = Below 70 %



             

Class work 15%


Grading Procedures:  
Tests, projects, quizzes, and homework will all be used in the determination of the student’s grades.  Homework will be assigned on an as needed basis.  

Late work:  

Points will be deducted for late work. In order to meet requirements for the provisions for improving grades (see below), all assignments must be turned in.
Academic Dishonesty
The Fulton County Board of Education has always expected its students to practice academic honesty.  The Student Academic Integrity policy states: “The Board of Education regards academic honesty as a cornerstone of its educational mission.  Cheating will not be tolerated in this school system.”  Examples of cheating, e.g., copying or “borrowing” from another source and submitting it as one’s own work; seeking or accepting unauthorized assistance on tests or assignments; altering or forging grades, grade books, progress reports, report cards, adult signatures or other academic records; fabricating data, signatures, or resources; providing or receiving test questions in advance without permission; working collaboratively with other students when individual work is expected; and any other examples that the school wishes to include.  If a student is caught cheating at RTMS, he/she will be subject to a tiered system of consequences which is located in your agenda on page 2.
Help Sessions 

Help sessions are available from Monday through Friday 7:45 AM to 8:15 AM. Please give 24 hours notice and check with your teacher for scheduling conflicts (meetings, conferences, etc). Don’t forget that students need a teacher’s signature in their agenda BEFORE coming to a help session! Help Session Schedule and Location: Monday D102, Tuesday F119, Wednesday F113, Thursday F103 and Friday F110.
Make-up Work:  

Students will be allowed to make-up or turn in late work only after an excused absence.  The student will receive one day for each day of an excused absence, unless other arrangements are mutually agreed upon.   It is the student’s responsibility to make-up missed assignments. 

Provision for Improving Grades:  

Opportunities designed to allow students to recover from a low or failing cumulative grade will be allowed when all work required to date has been completed and the student has demonstrated a legitimate effort to meet all course requirements including attendance. Teachers will determine when and how students with extenuating circumstances may improve their grades.

Students receiving TAG services in Language Arts who do not maintain an 80 or above will face academic probation for Language Arts. 

Please keep this syllabus to refer to throughout the year
.
  Please sign below and return the bottom portion for acknowledgement.       
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I have read and understand the standards and procedures outlined in Ms. Pimentel’s Syllabus for Advanced/TAG Language Arts class for the 2012-2013 school year.

Student Signature: ___________________________________
    Date: ________________

Parent Signature: ____________________________________
    Date: _________________

Please return this signed and dated document of acknowledgement to Ms. Pimentel by Friday, August 17, 2012.
River Trail Middle School








